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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 376TH INFANTRY
REGIMENT (94TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE SAAR-MOSELLE
TRIANGLE AT TETTINGEN, BUTZDORF, SOUTHWEST OF TRIER,
GERMANY, 14-18 JAHUARY 1945

(Perscnal experience of 2 Battalion Intelligence Officer)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the lst Battalion,
376th Infantry, 94th US Division in an attack which penetrated
the SIEGFRIED Switch Line of the SAAR-MOSELLE Triangle and the
subsequent defense of the towns of TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF,
GERMANY, 14-18 January 1945. _

To fully appreclate the significance of this operation,
1t wlll be necessary to re-acquaint the reader with a major
event which preceded and set the stage for thiﬁ particular
action; It was the middle of December 1944 that»strong German
forces launched the Von Rundstedt Offensive in the ARDENNES
region., This enemy thrust necessitated re-directing the com-
bined efforts of Allied Forces to reduce the sallent affected,
and to restore previously held positions. By the middle‘qf
January 1945 the "Bulge" had been about two-thirds reduced,
both BASTOGNE and HOUFFALIZE were liberated. (1)

The bulk of General Patton's Third Army had moved abruptly
to the north to counter this enémy thrust. Fearing.that'the
enemy might Initiate another powerful drive to encircle Thifd
Army divislons attacking Rundatedt's forces from the south, the
XX Corps had remained disposed in the SAAR-MOSELLE Triangle to
protect the Third Army's south flank. (See Map a) {(2)

IV A-15, 7. 196
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The 94th USVDivision, having been in SHAEF reserve for
a short pericd of time, was asslgned to the XX Corps and
moved into that zone on the 6~7 January 1945. (3)
THE GENERAL SITUATION

It 1s important that the reader becomes familiar with the
terrain In that portion of GERMANY between the SAAR énd MOSELLE
rivers. The unique defenées that existed there must alsoc be
understood to fully apprecilate the operation which 1s to be
aescribed. |

The apex of the triangle is the confluﬁnco of the two
fivers, 1ts western and eastern legs are, respectively, the
MOSELLE and the SAAR, and its 12 mile base is formed by the
southern flank of a mountainous ridge running eést and weat
betwesn the rlvers approximstely 20 miles south of TRIER. It
13 along this mounteinocus ridge that the Germans constructed
& zone of deeply fortified defensive works which extended'aé
a switch position to the maln defenses of the SIEGFRIED LINE,
paralleling the SAAR and sited on its east bank. (4)

The triangle 1s bisected by sn additional north-south
ridge which extendé perpéndicular to the base of the triangle
and provides excellent observation west to the ﬁOSELLE RIVER
end east to the SAAR RIVER from most any point ‘along this
MUNZINGEN RIDGE. This ridge 1s deeply cut by numerous small,
short streams. About 1/3 of the triangle is dotted with .
numerous patches of woods which dominate the relatively open
area between. The road network.within the trilangle, restricted
as it 1is by difficult terrain, 1s not particularly suilted to

military operations. (See Map B) (5)

Tsj A"i_, po ﬁ_
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From a tactical standpoint the Germans placed great
1mp0rt§nce on the triangle because of the fact that any
hostile force that held the high ground at 1ts apex would
be in a position to dominate the eity of TRIER. This oity,
ons of the chief comminications centers of Western GERMANY,
guerded the entrance to the MOSELLE Corridor, through which
an attacker might drive to the RHINEB. (6)

Third Army plans for implementation of a general offensive
to the east, tentatively acheduled for the middle of February,
1945, necessitated the reduction of the SAAR-MOSELLE Triﬁngle
prior to that time. Fallure to reduce the triangls would
expose the left flank of the XX Corps to an attack which the
enemy might prepare ati his lelsure behind the protective wall
of his switch positions. Moreover, the requirements of
sound tactics dlotated that this flank of the XX Corps be
gomewhat less awkwardly dlsposed before resuming the advance
to the east. (7)

Contlnued reduction of the German salient in the
ARDENNES signaled the XX Corps to initiate the plan for a
drive into the triangle. The Corp plan called for a clean
breakthrough by the infentry before committing the armor. (8)

XX Corps planned for the 94th Division, a division whose
previcus combat sxperilence had conaisted of containing action
at LORIENT and ST NAZAIRE, to be employed initislly in a
series of limited-objective attacks along the base of the
trisngle. This plan had the advantage of providing battle
indoctrination fdr e comparatlively nai division. And more

tB) A‘gg P 1
(7) 4-5, p. 1
(8) 4a-4, p. 16



~ important, the plan allowed XX Corps, without abandoning
its defensive role, to tie down such enemy forces as were
occupying the triangle and to frustrate whatever offensive
intentions these forées might have. Also this plan might
compel the enemy to divert to this secondary front some of
the reserves originally intended to bolster his badly maunled
armies in the ARDENNES. ({9) |

The 94th Division was occupying Corward positions along
the 12 mile base of the triangle. Confronting the division
initlally, on a line extonding generally east and wesat across
the triasngle from ORSCHOLZ through OBERLEUKEN and TETTINGEN
to RENNIG, was the enemy 416th Infentry Divislion, supported
by elements of the 82nd Corps Artillery, and the XLI Fortress
Battalion. (10)

The enemy defensive position in the switch line forti-
- flcations was known to be atrong; for 1t was durihg the period
21-26 November 1944 that an attempt had been made, initiamlly
by the 3rd Cavalry Group, and then by CCA of the 10th Armored
Division to advance north into the triangle and seize crossings
over the SAAR RIVER at SAARBURG. The Germans, defending from
these fortificationa, had been able to stop this attack and
affect a stabilized front along the base of the triangle., (11)

Since the 94th Division had not been engaged in sustelned
combat prior to this time, the division was at full strength
snd few key personnel had been lost. Reallizing that the
division now played an important role in the "big show",
imbued men with a fighting spirit. Morale was excellent. The
need for shoe packs to combat extreme cold, snow and slush was

the chisf concern of ths division from ths equipment standpoint.

Tg) l'g, p._-s
(10) A-6, OB Annex
(11) a~5, p. 1



The Germans had been in the line for a long period; they

were extremely well acquainted with their defensive positions.
Their smmunition supply was comparatively low and food was
generally poore. The fact that replacements continued to
bolster thelr ranks and they had warm comfortable bunkers
kept the Germens in prime fighting condition. (12)

Corp plans allowed the division ample opportunity to
close into the new area and becoms acclimated to its new
surroundings before 1n1t1at1ng.its serles of limited-obJective
attacks into the base of the triangle. (13)

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 376th INFANTRY

On 9 January 1945 the 3%76th Infantry occupied defensive
positions extending east from BESCH, on the !OSﬁLLE RIVER,
through WOCHERN to BORG. (Ses Map B) The lst and 2nd
Battalions were abreast, lat on the left, and the 3rd Battalion
in regimehtal reserve in the viecinity of KIRSCH. (14)

Regiment planned for the lst Battallon to aselze and hold
TETTINGEN; the 3rd Battalion would relieve the lst Battalion
of its defensive misslon prior to the attack and make prepar-
ations to seize NENNIG, BERG and WIES later; the 2nd Battalion
would protect the right flank of the lst Battalion and con-
stitute the regimental reserve when TETTINGEN was secured. (15)
THE BATTALION SITUATION (See Map C)

During the night 12-13 Jenuary, the lat Battalion

Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Russell M. Miner, was called to

(18] a1, p. 87
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“
the regimental coﬁmand post at SIERCK to receive the Regi-
mental Fleld Order. In esseﬁce,‘the order dirscted the
battalion tos

"...atk at 140730 Jan. to selze and hold the town of

TETTINGEN.' Be prepared to repel counﬁerattacks from

the W, N or E." (16)

The order also provided for Company B, 607 Tank Destroyer
Battallon and Company C, 319 Combat Engineers to be attached
to the battalion for thls operation, Priority of fires of
the_sléth and 390th Field Artillery Battalions (organic),

the Regimental Cannon Company, the 5th Field Artillery Group
(Corps) and Co. C 81st Chemical Mortar Battalion were alloted
the 1st Battalion. (17)

From B Company's positions on the outpost iinejof
resistance and A and C Company's positions along the main line
of reslstance, Just north and south respectively of the line
BESCH~WOCHERN, very little of the known enemy defenses could
be seen., In order to develop the battalion sltuation, a seriss
of patrols had been dlspatched daily by the Battalion S-2
during the perloed 9-12 January. Their misslona were to seek
Information by observing and probing enemy fortifications_
across the front of the battaslion. With respect to TETTINGEN'
and the lmmedliate surrounding area, the following information
had been compliled:; the town of TETTINGEN lies in sﬁucer-like'

valley dominated by wooded terrain to the west; a gently

T16) A-2, p. 62
(17) a~3, p. 1



slopling ridge tc the north and the abrupt 480 foot NUNZINGEN
RIDGE immedistely to the east; to the southwest of TETTINGEN
& wooded area virtually connects TETTINGEN and WOCHERN except
for 300-400 yards on the north and south; a jutting band of
dragons teeth extended west off of MUNZINGEN RIDGE to &
point approximately 300 yards south and west of TETTINGEN,
.solid except for a narrow gap scross the WOCHERN-TETTINGEN
road that appeared to be mined; that there was a deep anti-
tank ditch in extension of these reinforced concrete dragons
teoth extending generslly west toward the MOSELLE RIVER;
immediatelj'ﬁehind the dragons teeth were well camouflaged
concrete pillboxes and bunkers connected by communicﬁtion
trenches, two of these pillboxes Just forward of TETTINGEN
had been blown, presumebly by elements of the 10th Armored
Division during their unsuccessful attack some two months
‘previously; only a few enemy had been cbserved digging
additionallcemmunication trenches. The enemy was known to
have registered his mortars and‘artillery on every approach
to the position. The enemy strength in TETTINGEN was estimated
to be a'reinrorcedAeompany. Then, too, regiment reported that
the 10th Armored Division had planted antipersonnel mines
and booby traps throughout the bulldings in TETTINGEN prior
to their withdrawal. (18)

At 130600 January Lieutenant Colonel Miner issued a
warhing order to his aasembled campdny commanders and ataff.
- He assigned tentaﬁive zones of attack to the companiles so they
could make preliminery préparations for the atteck which was




now scheduled for 14 Januarye.

The entire day of 13 January was spent in making pre-
parations and reconnoltering the assigned zones of action.
Reconnaissance parties consisting of company cormanders,
platoon leaders and squad leaders worked thelir way along
concealed foutes as far rorward as the dragons teeth in
order to select forward sssembly areas, prdspective lines of
departure and study their respectiﬁe objectives., Lieutenant
Colonel Miner snd members of the staff also completed theilr
reconnaissance and formulated plans.

A foot of snow covered the area. Freezing winds swept
the landscape continuoualy. Vehicles weres unable to nsgotiate
many of the steep hills, this necessitated hand carry for
long distences. (19) |

THE BATTALYION PLAN OF ATTAGK (=20)
(See ﬁgp C; _

The battalion staff, company commanders and attached

| organization commanders were assembled at the battallon
command post in PERL at 131600 Jan 46 to recelive the battalion
commander's plan of attack, the essential elements of which
were contained in Fleld Ofderr#27s
"Mapss Kirf, 1/25,000

l. 2. 3See Overlay
b. 2d Bn holds present position. 3d Bn relleves thils
™ Bn of present mission 1800, 13 Jan 45.

Sptg Arty - see Annex #l

Co C, 8lat Chem Mortar - see Annex #1
Cn Co - see Annex #1

$19))] ?ersoﬁzi.knsiiédgo
(20) A-3, p. 2
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2. This Bn (Co B, 607 TD SP, Co ¢ 319th Engrs atchd)
atks to seize and hold TETTINGEN (L0402). H hour
0730. Dir 39° Mag Az.

Formation, LD, bds, -~ gsee overlay

3. Co A ~ obj: see overlay and sketch, frtg 150 yds,

right on rd 1-3

Co C - obj: see overlay and sketch atk on left
o of Co A.
Co B - Follow Co C 500 yds. Protect Bn left flank.

Be prepared resist en counteratk, particularly

- from NW,
" Co D - 13t Plat HMG - initial posltions vie 320,
fire on pillbox 340, ‘displace
to obj upon capture.

24 Plat HEMG - follow Co C to ed%e of §, fire
on pillboxes dir V, displace
to obJ upon capture.

Mort Plat - positions to fire on P, 340,
and V.

Co B, 607 TD SP-1 plat move on obj i1mmedistely after

capture for positions vas tank atk.
: 2 plats await O viec WOCHERN
Co C, 319th Engrs - 1 8gd atchd ea R Co clear booby
"~ traps
1l sqd clear mines on rd to dbj.
_ 1 3qd and dozer prepare covered
-t route thru Q3 to obj.

Bn AT Plat - awalt O vic present position.

4, AM SP - WOCHERN
Bn Ald Sta - WOCHERN
other detalls later

D S80I in effect

Radio slilence until H hour
White star cluster « Call for defensive fire
"Green star cluster = Lift Arty fire
Amber star prcht -« Recognition to friendly ailr-

~ .eraft by fwd troopa
Bn CP - WOCHERN
Co CPs ~ select and rpt" (21)

The line of departure would be the northeast edge of the
heavlly wooded area gouthwest of TETTINGEN; H hour 0730 hours
14 January 1945, The line of departure had been established
as close as possible to the objective so that A and C com-

panies could cross abreast in asssult formations.

121} A-14
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D Company was to support the attack in accordance with
the recommendations made to the battdlion commander. One
platoon of heavy machine guns would establish positions on
the high ground 300 yards NE of WOCHERN with the mission of
firing on the pillboxes east of TETTINGEN and along the west-
ern slopes of MUNZINGEN RIDGE. The other platoon of machine
guns to foilow and be in direct support of ¢ Company. The
81mm mortﬁra to set up 300 yards west of WOCHERN to fire on
call. The 4,2" mortars would eatablish poasitions in WOCHERN
and smoke MUNZINGEN RIDGE. Artilllery would commence firing
on TETTINGEN at H minus 20, 1ift to BUTZDORF at H hour and
fire until H plus 10. Ail artillery wouid then shift to
" flire concentrations cn designated suspected enemy observation
posts, mortar positlons, and pillboxes on the high gbound to
the east, north and west.

Engineers that had assisted in booby-trapping TETTINGEN
during the wlthdrawal of elements of the 10th Armored Division,
- two months previously, were made available to assist rifle-
men in neutralizing any of these same booby=-traps that the
Germans may not have detonated.

Fully realizing that an enemy counterattack would Dbe
eminent, the battalion plan also provided for an immedlate
defaﬁse. ¢ Company would be responsible for all of TETTINGEN
weat of the WOCHERN-BUTZDORF road; A Company would defend
from the north and east. B Company to remain in an asgembly
area in the woods south of TETTINGEN and be prepared to counter-
attack to the west, north or eamst. Previously dnsignated

positions had been plotted on a town plan fpr each of D

e
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Gompany'srautomatic weapons and the tank destroyers of
Company B,.607th Tank Destroyer Battalion. Pre-arranged
artillery and mortsr barrages, and concentrations, would
completely ring the town.

The battalion command post (rear) would be established
in WOCHERN. During the late afternoon and evening of the
13th the battalion command group and all other administrative
personnel displaced by infiltration to WOCHERN. Both wire
and radie communieations would be coordinated with regiment,
supporting, attached snd subordinate units by the battalion
cummnications officer. Last minute preparationa were made
to extend wire lines and establiish & forward command post
when the objective was captured. _

Arrangements were made to feed a hot breakfast, issue
ammunition and 2/5 of a C ration, and prepare light combat

Packs in the rear assembly areas.

MOVEMENT TO THE LINE OF DEPARTURE AND FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR
-——-——————_—__-m ey e et —
THE gmg% (22)

See Map C) .

After a hot breakfast in PERL at 0500 on 14 Janusry,

campanies A, C and D moved to WOCHERN in that order of mareh.
HQ and B companies had spent the night 13-14 January in WOCHERN.
Attachments were.made, supporting weapons were placed in
position and last minute checks were made by all commanders.
The rifle companies moved silently through the woods in the
order A, C, B toward the forward assembly aresas, just in rear

of the line of departure.

(22) FPersonal knowledge
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A and C companies arrived in the vieinity of the line
of departure at approximately 0700. An sdditional check was
made to Insure that all perscnnel were present and properly
disposed In thelr attack positiona. There was no need for
additional instructiona, for each individual was completely
aware of his mission. The first grey streaks of light were
beginning to appear over MUNZINGEN RIDGE as lead riflemen -
strained their eyes to get a glimpse of thelr objective,
some 500 yards to the north.

HARRATION

THE ATTACK ON TETTINGEN
See Map D

After 20 minutes of intense artillery fire on TETTINGEN,
A and C Compsnies crossed the line of departure at exactly
0730 hours on 14 January 1945. The 4.2" mortara continued
to drop fountains of white phosphorcous along the ridge east
of TETTINGEN &a D company's heavy machine guns sent atreams
of tracers toward all vialble and suspected pillboxes,

A and C companies moved in rapidly toward the objective.
As the lead men of C Company crossed the antitank ditech to
the west of town they observed several Germans running to
the north out of TETTINGEN, &t leaat three were cut down by
the rifle fire of the advenecing infantry. As one file of
infantrymen from A company dashed through the gap in the
dragons teeth along the WOCHERN-TETTINGEN road, they caught
several rounds.of enemy mortar fire, the firsf casualtles
were left on the snow behind them. It was st11l too dark to
see mach, but the burafing of shells outlined the dark running
shapes of the men as they pushed inte town. The plllboxes in

and around the town hsd become mctive and were sending bursts
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of machine gun fire down streets and through gaps between
bulldings. The bulldings appeared empty except for s few
rounds of sparodic rifle fire coming from some basements.
After a s0lid unlon was affected between A and ¢ Companies
in the north of town buildings were methodically hand-
grenaded, then stormed. Twenty-three frightened Germans
were routed from the cellars snd quickly marched to WOCHERN.
By 0815, the lat Battalion was in undisputed possession
of tbeir first major objective, Organization of the defenases
progressed according to pre-asrranged plans. Company c,lled
by Captaln Edwin E. Duckworth, established men 1in the bulldings
and exlating communications trenches to the west and northwest
of town. The 60mm mortars were positioned in the ruins of
the two blown plllboxes on the south of town. Captain Carl
J. Shetler, commander of A compahy, hurrledly checked his men
as they prepared their defense of the north and east of the
towmn., 1In additlion, he dispatched a small patrol to reconnolter
tkhe plllboxes 300 yards to the sast of town. This group
worked 1t§‘way to the base of MUNZINGEN RIDGE and located
four or five well camocuflaged pillboxes. Volces could be
heard coming from these fortificetions; however, the patrol
had no means of breaching the conerete and therefore withdrew.
During the course of the attack quite s crowd had gathered
at the batﬁalion observation post to witness the attack. Those
present from higher headqusarters included the Assiatant
Division Commander, the Regimental Commander, the Division G=-3,
G=2 and Engineer Officer. The success of the attack so 1me
pressed them that they saw no reason why it should not continue.

Orders were lssued at this time by Colonel Harold H. MeClune,
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the regimental commander, to continue the attack at 1000
hours to seize the town of BUTZDORF, scme 1000 ysrds north
of TETTINGEN.

It was now gbout 0830 hours. Lieutenant Colonel Miner
contacted Captaln Shetler by radio and informed him of the new
pPlan for continuation of the attack. A Company would attack
from TETTINGEN to seize BUTZDORF and prepere a perimeter
defense to repel counterattsck. The attack would be preceded
by a ten minute artillery preparation. One platoon of mschine |
guns from D Company and one squad of engineers would be at-
tached to A Company. |

Immediately following lssuance of the new order,
Lieutenant Colonel Miner and his S-2 went to TETTINGEN and
. selecting a forward observation post from which to direct
the new asssult. It i1s significant to note thﬁt the original
observetion post received a heavy concentration of enemy
artillery immedistely following the departure of the
regimental commander and the division staff officers. Of
the two enlisted men from the battalion intelligence sectlon,
that had been left to man the observation post, one was killed
and the other badly woundod?

Lieutenant Colonel Miner arrived in TETTINGEN about
0900 hours and found Captain Shetler buslly engaged 1ln re-
~ forming his men and iasueing orders for the selizure of BUTZDORF.
By this time enemy artillery and mortar fire had increased
greatly, thus hampering A Compeny's efforts to consolldate men
already buslily engaged in completing the defenses of TETTIKGEN.

The reconnalssance patrol sent ocut earllier from A Company

returned at approximately 0930 to report 1ts findings. Based
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upon the report of the patrol, Captain Shetler recommended
that plllboxes east of TETTINGEN be reduced prior to an
attack on BUTZDORF. Automatic weapons in these pillboxes
were éited to bring grazing fire to bear on any portion of
the flat open terrain leading to the new objective, The
crders recelved from the regimental commander forced
Lleutenant Colonel Miner to reject Captain Shetler's
recommendations. C Company was directed to shift one platoon
80 a8 to asasume responsibility for tﬁat pertion of the town
defenses originally asgsigned A Company. - .
Captaln Shetler dlsposed his company for the attack with
two platoons abreast and one in support. The éompany command
group would follow the right platoon. D Company's heavy
~machine gun platoon would follow the support platoon., Like
TETTINGEN, BUTZDORF was alsc bisected by a northesouth road
pasaing through it. The 1lst platoon was directed to seige and
hold the bulldings west of the road; the 2nd platoon was
asalgned the east portion; the 3rd platoon would be re-
.aponsible for the southern edge. A coordinated fire plan
for the defense would be worked out later. (23)
THE ATTACK ON BUTZDORF

It was 1007 hours before lead platoons of A Company
were sﬁfficiently well orgenized to move toward the objJective,
Captaln Shetlsr cailed for and received aqﬂ additional five
minutes of artillery on BUTZDORF beglnning abouf 1010.
Initially movement was rapild; however, enemy observers who
had been watching thls new development from plilboxes along
MUNZINGEN RIDGE SOOn.dglivered the full weight of thelr

(23] Personal knowledge
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artillery, mortars and graezing machine gun fire which

' pinned the attackers to the ground. It was during this

hail of fire that Captain Shetler and his 300 radio op=-
erator were killed. The radio was rendered inoperative;

thus no contact existed with batbtalion. Leading elements

of the company had advanced to a point opposite a large
bullding about one-half way to the objeotive before belng
pinned down. Fifteen casualties in the company were sus-
talned before Lieutenant Creighton, leader of the lat platoon,
sorambled to his feet and urged his men to rush the remaining
distance to the objective. The other platoons followed.

The c¢ompany executive officer, Lieutenant David F.
Stafford, came forward from TETTINGEN without delay to
assume command and direct the mopping up and defense of the
town. The conly effective means of commnication with the
battalion commander was by messenger.

By 1113 hours the town had been searched and defenses
were belng preparsd in anticipation of the counterattack
which was almost sure to come. Only four prisoners were
captured, a mortar crew was surprised and snnihilated and
several more of the enemy had been observed running to the
north, The four heavy machine-éuns.were placed to insure
grazing fire on the natural and more likely avenues of approach.
A Tinger-like salient, more than a mile deep, had been driven
into the enemy defenses.

The intenslty of enemy artillery and mortar fire on
BUTZDORF made 1t apparent %o Lieutenant Colonel Miner and
Lleutenant Stafford that re-supply and wire commnications.

could not be made possible until after dark. (24)

{24) Fersonal knowledge
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FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN TETTINGEN AND BUTZDORF THE FIRST DAY

About 1300 hours, some 50 men were observed walking in
two files down the western slope of MUNZINGEN RIDGE toward
TETTINGEN. Initiaily 1t was assumed that they were prisoners
beling merched in by a patrol from C Company which Lieutenant
Colonel Miner had ordered into that area at 1130 hours to
blow scme parficularly bothersome pillboxes. A3 the men
came nearer, they were definltely ldentified as armed _
Germans. The entire C Company platoon asltuated on the east
of town readled its wespons sas ﬁortaf and artillery forward
obgervers relayed fire orders. As though carefully planned,
each riflemen began to fire almost simmltaineously when the
Germans came within 400 yards of the platoon positiona.
Artlllery and mortérs were gsoon adjuated én the Germans as
they assumed prone positions in the snow on the slope of the
ridge. A few of the enemy disappearsd in the nearby pllil-
boxes, however the majority were killed.

At 1335 hours, Lieutenant Colonel Miner ordered B Com~
pany forwerd from its reserve position to strengthen the
defenses of TETTINGEN on the sast, To strengthen the de-
fengses of BUTZDORF, the B Company commender, Captain Henry C.
Bowden, was ordered to release one platoon for Iimmediate
attachment to A Company. The platoon, accompanied by forward
observers from the artillery, cannon company and mortars
rushed across the open area to BUTZDORF without incldent.

One man carried a new 300 radlo for A Company.
Meanwhile the demolition patrol, composed of men from

G Company and four or five englneers, worked thelr way to tie

mi—
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first two pillboxes and continued toward the third while the
engineers prepared these two for demolition. Enemy rifle
fire from sround the third piilbox forced the patrol to
withdraw, leaving one man killed. 4s the patrol -withdrew,
the engineers primed the charges on the first two pillboxes
and  Joined the patrol. The resulting exploslons did no
perceptible damsage.

A short time later, a 12 man enemy patrol in perfect V
formation, was obéervad by men of B Company. This patroi
followed much the same route as the 50 men observed about an
hour earlier. A D Company machine gun engaged this group st
about 500 yards. Only one man was seen to get up and run into
a nearby pillhox.

The remainder of the afternoon was spent in completing
the defenses of TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF. The two towns wers
ringed with artillery and morter barrages and concentrations
and machine guns slghted along final protective lines. The
battallon antltank platoon leader recommended that the
antitank guns be dug in on a amall ridge 300 yards south of
TETTINGEN go-that.thc guns and crews would not be subjected
fo the continuous enemy artillery and mortar fire landing in
the town. This reéommhﬁdation!was.accepted by the battaiion
commander as the four tank destroyers were already positioned
to cofer the likely avenues of armored approach. The engineers
plsced mines across all roads leading into the two towns.
Wire teams worked continuously to maintain existing lines and
lay new ones down to and-including'platoons. Lieutenant
Colonel Miner issued complete instructlons to the battalion
executive officer, Kajor Sam Roper, for feeding ten-in-one

raetions and completely re-supplylng the battallon after dark,
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About 1700 hours the regimental commander informed
Lieutenant Colonel Miner that the 3rd Battalion would launch
an attack at daylight on the 15th to capture the towns of
NENNIG, BERG and WIES. (See Map C)

An estimsted 44 Germans were kllled during the day and
an undetermined number wounded. (25)

THE FIRST NIGHT IN TETTINGEN AND BUTZDORF (See Map D)

After dark ten-in-one rations and all types of sammuni-
tion were brought into TETTINGEN by Jeep. A forty-man
carrying party from A Compsny e7acuﬁted wounded to TETTINGEN
and returned with food and ammunition. All casualties were
evacuated from TETTINGEN to the battalion ald station in
WOCHEERN by jeep. Wire commnication wes tled in between
A Company and the forward battalion command post, which was
now situaeted in a basement on;the south side of TETTINGEN,

Patrols were sent cut. Lieutenant Colonel Miner ordered
B Company to maintain a three man contsct patrol along the
road to WOCHERN. In addition, he directed A Company t0 send
a four man patrol up the draw extending east from BUTZDORF to
locate mortars which had fired from there durlng the day.
Another four man patrol from A Company reconnoitered to the
wooded area northwest of BUTZDORF. These patrols reported
enemy movement and voices to the north and iest of'town, the
mortars had withdrawn.

Beginning at 0440 hours on 15 January, intense enemy
artillery and mortar fire fell on WOGHERN; TETTINGEN snd
BUTZDORF simultaneously. The intensity of this fire alerted
everyone immediately. Wire communication that had operated

1257 4-6, p. 1
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perfectly & few minutes before was now cdmpietely disrupted.
Radio contact was quickly established, howsver, and Lieuten-
ant Colonel Miner was assured that each company was already
alerted for any eventumality. A few minutes later, loud
German volces could be heard approaching both BUTZDORF and
TETTINGEN from the northwest. Thé expécted counterattack
had become a reallty.

Pre-arranged mortar and artillery fires were called for
as machine gunners laid on their final protective lines and
fired toward the volces in the darkness. One group of
Germans advanced up the antitank ditech to the weat of
TETTIHGEN and succeeded in capturing the nearest building
from six men of ¢ Company who were forced to*withdraw. These
same men arranged for mortar fire on the bullding and urged
one tank destroyer crew to destroy the building with its
90mm gun. Individual Germans managed to crawl between the
bulldings on the weat side of TETTINGEN and throw grenadea
in the windows. Their automatic weapona sprayed the bulldinga
from short ranges. Friendly artillery and mortar fire was
called 1n as close as SO0 yarda. All organlc and supporting
weapons fired continucualy until dewn. The firing gradually
- relaxed as the situation clgfiried.

The enemy main effort had been directed at TETTINGEN
with the apparent mission of cutting off ﬁnd surrounding the
1st Batfalian. BUTZDORF received considerables action too,
however. By 0755 hours, all firing had ceased; an undetermined
number of enemy wers sighted hurriedly wilthdrawing to the north.
The blackened snow to the west of TETTINGEN was littered with
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dead and wounded Germans., Many hed advanced within #rma
length of the bulildings before becoming cesualities, (26)

In repelling the éouﬁterattack, more than 32,000 rounds
of caliber .30 ammunition was expended by the heavy machine
guns of D depany. The 8lmm mortar platoon had fired some
4,000 rounds from its position near WOCHERN. The 919th
Fleld Artlllery Battalion alone had expended nearly 3,000
rounds of 105mm. (27)

THE SECOND DAY AND NIGHT IN TETTINGEN AND BUTZDORF

At daylight on 15 Jamuary, Lieutsnant Colonel Miner
made a detalled check of the defenses of TETTINGEN and
personally commended every individual contacted for their
part in repelling the. early morning counterattack. Though
the enemy had succeeded in capturing a few bulldings on
the perimeter of the town, the buildings were all recap-
tured and the defenses completely restored by 0815.
Perlodlc checks by radio with A Company in BUTZDORF assured
Lisutenant Colonel Miner that the ememy had falled to -
plerce thelr defenses. One man killed snd several wounded
were the only casualties for the battalion.

Later in the morning the battalion medical personnel
ventured beyond the buildings to render aid to the wounded
Garmané. Many of the enemy conslidered dead, began to drag
thelr virtually frozen bodies forward to beg for asslatance.
Betwsen 30 and 35 men were found o be alive, but wounded.
Other Germans were found hiding in trenches and skulking
in nearby woods. In all, some 60 to 70 prisoners were

rounded up prilor to 1200 hours. Some 125 dead were counted
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lying on the snow to the west of TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF
and in the open area between the two towns. (28)

A cursory lnterrogation of several prisoners by the
battalion S-2 revealed that the force which had counter-
attacked the 1lst battalion was the 416th Fleld Replacement
Battalion, 416 Infaentry Division. This battalion was com-
pésed of four companies, having a total strength of about
400 men. (29)

During the morning, the battalion Ammunition end
Ploneer FPlatoon formed carrying parties toc replenish the
dwindled ammunitlion supply. Wire teams laid a new line
betwesn the battalion rear and forward command posts and
repalred the many bresks in all other existing lines.
Company mess persomnel brought forward a hot meal to their
reapective companies in the afternoon. This re-supply to
TETTINGEN was caerried on with relative safety, for the an-
gineers had the day before cleared a concesaled jeep road
through the woods from WOCHERN to the 1line of dragons teeth
aouth of TETTINGEN. It was only while traversing the open
area between these obstacles, and the first bulldings in
town, that each carrying party was cbserved from enemy |
obsarvation posts on MUNZINGEN RIDGE and shelled.

A Company in BUTZDORF received the brunt of the artillery
and mortar fire throughout the day. Inatead of attempting
to use the streets, men employed one pound charges of nitro
"starch and breached walls to provide covered routes for
movement between positicna. Mess personnel attempting to

bring the hot meal into town were caught in a mortar barrage
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which destroyed the marmite and water cans, and rendered

the food and water a complete loss. ILuckily, the company
had stock-plled sufficient ten-in-one rations the evening
before, which allowed individusls and sﬁall groups to prepare
their own hot meal. ﬁater wag g major problem. When the
first man to visit the town pump was shof for his efforts,
8ll other personnel resorted to melting snow to quench

their thirsts. '

About 1500 hours, Lisutenant Colonel Miner was informed
by the regimental 8-3 that the 3rd Battallon had captured
NENNIG and BERG and would clear WIES momentarlly. The
regimental commander oﬁdered the l1lst and 3rd Battallions to
establish contact with patrols at s specifically designated
pillbox situated midway between TETTINGEN and NENNIG. TUpon
hearing of this mission, Major Roper recommended that a
petrol be organized from among those engineers who had been
resting in WOCHERW since completing their road bullding
mission the day before. This recommendation was accepted
by Lieutenant Colenel Miner, since all trocps in TETTINGEN
ahd BUTZDORF needed rest. Captain Rose, the attached engineer
company commander, willingly volunteered to lead a 10 man
patrol to establish this contact. As the patrol approached
the TEPTINGEN-NENNIG road 1t received enemy rifle fire from
short range. Captain Rose withdrew his patrol a short distance
and detoured to the south and weat, and was able to proceed
to within 50 yards of the designeted contact polnt before
receiving heavy mortar fire, The patrol again withdrew a
short distance snd scanned the terrain for the 3rd battalion




patrol. After spproximately one~half hour 1n this position,
the patrol withdrew to WOCHERN without having made the-
deslired contact.

Just before dark, Lieutenant Cblonel Miner personally
checked the defenses of TETTINGEN end BUTZLORF with each
company commander to insure that sll was 1n readiness for
what the hours of darkness may bring.

At about 1900 hours the regimental 8-2 called to relay
Important Informaticn of enemy activity as vliewed earlier
in the day by Tactlical Alr Reconnéissance. Elements of a
large armored force had been sighted crossing the SAAR
RIVER in the vicinity of SAARBURG snd were presumably mov-
ing south in the triangle. This informastion waa disseminated
to all subordinate commanders within the battalion.

In light of the new iInformation concerning enemy ac-
tivities, cerrying parties already engaged in bringing
ammnition, food, iater and other‘needed supplies Into town,
were ordered to make their ammunition loads predominately
bazooka rounds. Lieutenant Colonel Miner also directed A
Company to organize additional 118teniﬁg posta on the perimeter
of BUTZDORF and report any unusual noises immedlately.

A patrol was dispstched from C Company to further in-
vestigate additional plllboxes to the northeast of TETTINGEN.
The patrol accomplished its mission without incldent, and
reported the existence of one plllbox and four or five
bunkers. The pillbox was sited to fire in the direction of
BUTZDORF only. It was belleved that ell installations werse

occupled, for voices had been heard from within.
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Two half-hearted counterattacks were repelled about
midnight. The first of these was directed against the
right flank of B Company and was estimated to consist of
not over 40 to 50 riflemen. G Gompany stopped & similar
thrust supported by four tanks directéd at the west of
TETTINGEN. Automstic weapons, bazookas, mortars and |
artillery were emplcoyed to drive'off the sttackers. Two
tanks were belleved to have recelved bazooka hita, how=-
ever, all four retreated hastily to the northweast after =a
short skirmish followed by those infantrymen not killed.
Judging from their spparent lack of will to become whole-
heartedly engaged, 1t was conjectured by Lieutenant Golonel
Miner and hls staff that these thrusts rebreaented a re-
connelssance in force.

Mesnwhlle bsck in WOCHERN, Lisutenant Springer of the
8lmm mortar platoon was forced to move hls mortars to a
‘supplementary poslitlon because of incressed enemy mortar
| and artillery fire falling within the platoon area. The
entire 2nd Battalion closed into town during the night to
constitute the regimental reserve. Increased activity re-
sulting from this move was the signal for the Germans ‘to
periodically hlt the town with artillery and rocket fire.
Although riflemen of the lst Battalion termed WOCHERN "the

rear area', nine men had been killed and twenty-four wounded

there. One direct hit by a 120rm mortar on a weapons ca?rier

killed an entlire 57mm entitank gun crew and damaged the

gun and vehicle. (30)
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THE THIRD DAY AND NIGHT IN TETTINGEN AND BUTZDORF

: At:daylight on the 16th, the 2nd Battalion was committed
to eclear the plllboxes and woods still held by the enemy
betwéen the two wldely separated salients of the lst and
Srd Battalions. With the exception of five plllboxes nesar
NENNIG, the enemy was cleared from this area prior to noone.

F Company remained on the newly won positiona to form the
connecting link which provided the regiment e continuous
front line extending from the MOSELLE RIVER through NEENIG
to TETTINGEN., The left flank of the lst Battelion was now
slightly more secure,
Only intermittent artillery and mortar fire fell on

TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF during the day. The men were able
to get some much needed rest despite the below freezing
temperature. Small carrying partieﬁ infiltrated through the
woods from WOCHERN all during the day to deliver supplies
of all types to B and C Companies and stockpile desired
items for A Company until they could be further carried
under the cover of darkness. (31) |

~ About 1800 hours, the regimental commander directed
the 1st battallon to eliminate the pillboxes and bunkers
to the east and northeast of TETTINGEN. Lieutenant Colonel
Miner planned for a platoon~sized patrol compossd of infantry-
men from C Company and a aguad of attached engineers to blow
these fortificatlons. This seemed like a momenteous task
for men armed only with rifles and 50 pound satchel charges.
The first bunker encountered was found to be empty; the

engineers placed 1000‘pounds of nitro-starch and ignited

{31I) Fersonal knowledge

28



the charge which subsequently érumpled thﬁ coﬁcrete. An
adjacent bunker was found occupled and as the riflemen
surrounded the installatlon, the engineers placed a 150
round satchel charge againast its steel door. When detonated,
this charge appeered effective, but the patrol was unable
to make a detailed inspection for an enemy mortar barrage
foreed 1t to withdraw. (32)

No counterattacks were received that night but the
enemy continued to pour mortar and artlllery fire on the
supply and communication lines.

THE FOURTH DAY AND NIGHT IN TETTINGEN AND BUTZDORF
The next morning, 17 Jenuary, saw TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF

blanketed with & heavy fog. It was late in the morning
before the bunkers blown by the C Company patrol durlng the
night could be observed. Both charges had taken effect.

The doorless bunker was clearly visible from the further-
mast building in the northeast of TETTINGEN. A German medic,
acecompanied by another German soldier, walked into town
carrylng a white flag and requested perm;asion to evacuate
the wounded from the bunker. Lieutenant Colonel Miner
granted this permission, but ordered the accompanying soldier:
detained. A short while later g German half-track appeared
over the hill and as several men of the battalion carefully
obaerved, seven wounded were carried out of the bunker and
loeded in this vehicle.

About noon, the regimental commander informed Lieutenant
Colonel Miner that the last Battallion would have to assume
responsibllity for that portion'of the line now being held
between NENNIG and TETTINGEN by F Company. B Company was

(32 A-1, p. 119
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withdrawn from TETTINGEN and moved over s circuitous route
to the west to replace F Company. It was necessary for
Captain Bowden to plece all three of his remaining platoons
along the 1000 yasrd front for which‘hia company was responsible.
Flve isoleted pillboxes spproximately 500 yards to the left
rear of B Company were still occuple® by Germans, the 2nd
Battalion had been unable to reduce them.

Assignment of this new mission to B Company once again
necesgitated C Company to assume full responslbility for
the defense of TETTINGEN.

Throughout the day gray overcaest skles blended with the
snow covered ground, preventing serliasl reconnalssance. No
information was received regarding further movements of the
armored column sighted the day before. A few prisoners cap~
tured late in the day provided proof that the enemy had re-
inforced his line along the ridge north of BUTZDORF with at
least one battalion of the German 714th Grenadler Regiment.
This regiment had last been reported in an assembly area
east of the SAAR RIVER., |

A German broadcast from Berlin, picked up at ragimental_
headquarters during the evening, lent further credence to
the racf that something big was in atore for the 1lst Battallon
defenders. The newscaat not only told of heavy fighting in
the SAAR-HOSEﬁLE Triangle, but intimated thet there was more
to come,

Continued reports from regiment of a Panzer Division in
the area, coupled with sounds of track-laylng vehlcles, 1ﬁ-

dicated to Lieutenant Colonel Miner that extensive antitank




precautions must be taken. Additional supples of bazooka
ammmunition were brought forward along with the rations. The
attached engineer platoon laild additional mines across
approaches into BUTZDORF and atrung some 50 mines in a belt
along the east side of TETTINGEN. All roads leading into
both towns had daisy chains across them. Satchel charges
and pole charges were prepared and placed in readiness.
Everyone waited in nervous antlcipation for something big

to happen.

About midnight tanks were hesrd moving south along
MUNZINGEN RIDGE; two or three seemed to be jockeying for
positions Jjust north of BUTZDORF. The battallion walted,
watched and listened. At sbout 0300 hours en A Company
patrol, that had been dispatched earllier to the northwest
from BUTZDORF, returned'with two prisoners that were cap-
tured while laying a wire line towsrd town. These Germans
were readily identified as members of the 11th Panzer
(Ghost) Division. |

Iisutenant Colonel Miner, still not entirely plessed
with the battalion antitank defenses, requested regimbnt to
attach one platoon from the regimental Antitank Company.
ThisArequest was grented and by 0500 the platoon was on its
way from the vicinity of the regimental command post at
FERL. This request was deemed advisable since only two
guns of the battalion antitank platoon were operative and
they were alresady eﬁployed to cover that part of MUNZINGEN
RIDGE eest of TETTINGEN. |

It wes nearly dawnlwhen some members of the battalion

felt that the anticipated enemy tank attack would not
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materialize, 80 dropped off to aleep after a long night of
waiting, watching end 1istening. (35)
THE LAST DAY IN TETT AND BUTZDORF (See Map D)

Precisely at 0720 hours, 18 January, a veritable storm
broke. For 20 minutea everyone was forced to find cover
deep in their defensive positions as 80mm, BBmm; 106mm,
120mm and 150mm shells crashed into TETTINGEN, BUTZDORF and
WOCHERN as well. Even in the woods west of TETTINGEN, B
Company :eceived some of the same fire as 1t burst in the
trees over their frozen fox holes. (34)

By 0740 hours, the enemy preparation subsided and tho
sound of bursting shells was replaced with the roar of tank
motors. From the upper floor of the battalion command post
building, Lieutenant Colonel Miner noted that eheny tanks
had virtually surrounded TETTINGEN and were systematically
firing thelr csnnons into the buildihgs on the perimeter.

A similar raportlwas recelved from A Company. Liseutenant
Colonel Miner called for all-around defensive mortar and
artillery fires for both towns. It was about this time

that the platoon of attached antitank guns from the regimental
Antitank Company drove 1into TETTIHGEN. A3 they entered,
German tank situated in the cemetery 300 yards to the south-
east of town brought the column under fire. The lead vehicle
and gun received a direct hit and began to burn, both the
platoon leader and platoon sergeant along with other men
were wounded. The remaining guns sttempted to get into
position as best they could while under fire. The battalion
antitank leader, Lieutenant John Wilg, reported that the
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initial enemy barrage had knocked out ancther of his guns
and forced the remaining crew to withdraw from its positions.
Lisutenant Colonel Miner ordered Lisutenant Wilz to get that
gun into town and coordinete the fires of all other 57mm
guns. During these confused minutes, one friendly tank de-
stroyer made a hasty withdrawal toward WOCHERN for no appar=
ont reason. _

At the same time, the defand$r$ of BUTZDORF brought
the fire of all available wespons to bear on a widely dis-
' persed group of personnel carrlers supported by four self
propelled guns and three MK IV tanks, advancing on the town
from the north. Additional personnel carriers fllled with
infantrymén and more tanks joined the attacking force from
the northeast. Deaplte thé coorﬁinated defenslve fires, the
enemy force rolled forward in a glant arc. As the right of
the attack hit BUTZDORF, the left by-passed the town and
struck at TETTINGEN froam the easnt.

A Company received the brunt of the initial thrust.
An asssult gun. leading the atback struck a mine and was
immobilized. Two personnel carriers loaded with Germans
maneuvered around the gun only to be knocked out by bazooka
fire. As the enemy dlsmounted they were elther killed o _
taken prisoner and herded into the nearsest cellar. Additional
personnel carrlers, advancing under the prdtect1Ve fifg of
thelr supporting tanks and self propellsd guns, managédAto'
breach the defenses and disgorge their loads of infantrymen
before withdrawing to the north. The CGermans managed to
occupy two 1lightly held houses on the north of the town.
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Meanwhile the left of the attacking force hit TETTINGEN.
The men of C Company observed four personnel carriers, two
tanks and a self pfoyalled gun as they swung around in
column some 300 yards out of town. One of the personnel
carriers hit a mine; 1ts crew and infantrymen leaped to thé
ground and sought cover bshind the fehicle. A bazooka
halted one of the tanks but falled to sllence its cannon,
The other tank maneuvered to a hull defiladed position from
which 1t supported the attack. The remaining personnel
carriers halted in a broadside poslition 300 yards to the
east and the enemy Infantrymen begaﬁ to dismount. Only a
few of the attacking Infantrymen managed to escape the heavy
voluﬁé of rifle and automatic weapons fire énd withdraw %o
the safety of the pillboxes to the eaat. Round after round
of bazooka ammmition fired at the halted personnel carriefa
failed to detonate. The carriers later withdrew apparantly
unharmed. Three or four tanka positioned to the east of
‘town continued to firs into dbuildings and at anyone that
moved along fhs streets. The one remaining antitank gun
of the battalion was finally maneuvered into position; only
one round was necessary to set fire to a German tank at 300
yards range. As the crew struggled to take thelr gun ocut
of action, an enemy mortar round landed smong them. Most
of the crew were wounded and the tralls of the gun were
Jammed.

Noting that the remaining three tank destroyers had
failed to fire a single round at the many cholce targets,
Lieutenant Colonel Miner personally lnveatigated. The

platoon leader of the tank destroyers was no where to be
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found and the crews were seeking refuge in nearby cellars
rather than manning their guns. Lieutenant Colonel Miner
ordered these men to assume firing positions in thelr tank
destroyers and then braved enemy fire to point but targets
to them. It was only after these tank destroyers had gone
into metlon and knocked out two more enemy tanks that the
gsituation began te clarify. )

In addition to the two buildings captured '\n BUTZDORF,
enemy 1nr§ntryman had also secured four buildings in the
north emi of TETTINGEN, ahd the large half-way-house between
the two towns. From these positions the enemy sniped at all
individuals attempting to cross between buildings. At least
four tanks had penetrated the dafénaea of BUTZDORF and wers
firing thelr cannons polnt-blank into the bulldings still
held by A Company. The situation appeared desperate, yet
the company continued its determined resistance and the ,
tanks were knocked out one by one with bazookas and satchel
chaerges. |

Shortly after 0900 hours, the attack apsnt 1tself and
the remaining operative enemy vehicles withdrew, presum#bly
to reorganize. Artlllery ?bsorvers in lialson alrecraft
continued to call fire missions on the enemy as they re-
assembled to the north.

Lieutenant Colonel Miner directed A and ¢ Companies
to regain the buildings lost to the enemy without delay.

Iin addition; emphasis was placed on atrengthening the antl-
‘tank defenses of both towns. The tank destroyer platoon
leader was located in WOCHERN and ordered to return with
the one tank destroyer that had withdrawn during the heat




of the enemy attack. Though these guns remained in
TETTINGEN, some wefe\positioned so that they could effectively
cover to the north and flanks of BUTZDORF.

Both A and C Companies regained the bulldings temporarily
occupled by the énemy. The 16 prisoners captured by C Company
were promptly interrogated by the division IPW Team thet had
arrived in TETTINGEN to get some anxiously deslired infor-
mation for Corps and Army concerning the 1lth Panzer Division.

From its position, B Company observed men and vehicles
assembling In the woods asome 500 yards to the north of them,
Captain Bowden called for artillery and mortar flre on the
assembly area. This Information was relayed to batt&lion
and everyone was alerted for further enemy activity.

At sbout 1045 houra, the Germans launchéd another attack
similar in size and formation to the one earlier. Forward
cbservers in BUTZDORF, having good cbservatlon at this time,
were able to direct fire directly on the attackeré. This
éoncentration of fire from seven battaslions of artillery,
one company of the regimental Cannon Company, one company
of 4.2" mortars and the lst Battalion Slmm mortar platoon
despersed the enemy and forced them to retire.

Back at the battalion rear command post, Msjor Roper
assembled as many men es possible and formed carrying partles
to get needed ammunitlon of all types to the forward companles.

At gbout 1130 hours, the Germans launched the third
attack of the morning. This force consisted of 10 tanks
onlys They maneuvered in a huge semidircular arc someVBOO-

1000 yards to the north and east of TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF.
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After assuming concealed and hull defiladed positlions, they
began pounding the bulldings with armor plercling and high
explosivé shells. The major portion of this fire was
directed at BUTZDORF. A Company left cne man in each buila-
ing to observe for attacking infantry, while the remainder
of the company sought cover in the cellars. T

In TETTINGEN, Lieutenant Colonel Mlner and his starff
called for every imaginable supporting fire to eliminate
the enemy tanks.- Nothlng proved effective. From thelr
positions on the comﬁanding ridge, the tanks were relatively
immune from tank destroyer fire from the valley below.

At 1430 hours, the enemy launched 1lis fourth attack of
the day agalnat the weary defenders of BUTZDORF. 3Some 15
armored vehicles, preceded by grenadlers on foot, swept
over the same ridge te the north of town and moved swiftly
toward their objective. They were fired on by all possible
supporting weapons, but stlill they advanced, as though
determined that nothing should stop this attack. As they
got within 200 yards of the town, all guns fired final
protective fires. Many of the enemy advancing on foot
were killed and wounded but others rushed forward. As the
- armored vehicles approached the town, they paused just long
enough for the Infantry to dismount and c¢rouch behind them.
Several tanks that had been firing on BUTZDORF from the ridge
to the east adVancea into town and were roaming the streets
more or less at will, firing through windows and doors and
knocking down walls. All during the afternoon, the dismotinted
infantrymen rushed the town only to be driven back to regroup
behind their armored vehicles.
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By 1700 hours, bazooka ammunition was completely
exhausted and other types dangerously low. Msny men had
been killed or wounded, which necessitated giving up some
buildings and consolidating positions in the center and
scuthern portions of the town. An unknown number of the
enemy occupled the northern portion, and enemy tanks con-
tinued to roam the streets., Only one heavj machine gun-
'wasg in firing condition. The sole method of communication
was'the artillery observer's radib, and thls set was only
capable of sending. There were 30 wounded in the command
post, along with several priscners. The laat measage
Lieutenant Stafford recelved from Lisutenant Colonel Miner
was to hold at all cost, and this, A Company conﬁinued to
do. ‘

Back In TETTINGEN, Lieutenant Colonel Miner had been
notified by the regimental commander that the 2nd Battalion,
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 0Olivious Martin, woﬁld relieve
A and C Companies after dark. B Company would continue to
hold their present positions. The 1st Battalion(-) wonld
conatitute the regimental resarve and blvouac in WOCHERN.
Shortly after this measage was received, Lieutenant Colonel
NMartin arrived in TETTINGEN and brought F Company with him,
Attempts were made to employ F Company to assist A Gompany,
but they were unsuccessful. The two battalion commanders
made plans for the rellef.

In the few remalning minutes before darkness, the tank
destroyers, urged oniby thelr company commander who had
arpived on the seeno,Afired vigorously at aaversal enemy
ﬁanks that were casuﬁlly roaming the area in the vielinity
of BUTZDORF. At lessat five tanks and one self-propelled
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gan were hit. As darkness closed in, the area was 1it by
the glare of burning armor. (35)

The lnadvisabllity of effecting any type of relief in
BUTZDORF was discussed by the two battalion commanders and
referred to the regimental commander. "Then, on the orders
of the Commeanding General, Division directed that BUTZDORF
be abandoned slnce 1t could not readily be resupplied or
.relleved and since 1t had served its purpose of bringing
about great attritlon on the enemy's infantry. Meanwhile,
Lieutenant Stafford independently arrived at a similar
conclusion. Lackling the strength or the ammunition to i
counterattack and slnce the company's posltion was inde-
fensible, Lieutenant Stafford decided to withdraw before
he was rushed in the dark and overwhelmed." (36)

Lieutenant Stafford arranged with the artillery forward
observer to have covering artillery fired as A Company
withdrew at 1800 houfs. Doora gerved aa litters for the
wounded ungble to walk. It was aléeting and snowing and
extremely dark as the campaﬁy and its attachments wlithdrew.
The battalion S-3 met them as they entered TETTINGEN and |
guided them back to WOCHERN.

‘Prisoners captured during the day verified that the
1at Battalion had been attacked by the German 110th
Grenadier Regliment, supported by two companlies of the 15th
Tank Regiment, a self-propelled platoon, and an Ersatz
battalion. An estimated 43 prisoners were captur&d, 110
killed and 180 wounded. Enemy armored vehlcles destro}ed
amounted to 15. (37)

{35) Personal knowledge
(37) 2-9, A+ 10
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In supporting the lst battalion, the 919th Pield
Artlllery Battallon and the regimental Cannon Company fired
more rounds than for any other one day to that date, 3132
and 1143 rounds respectively. (38)

Except for three platoons of B Company, the lst Battalion
was relleved and back in WOCHERN by 2200 hours, 18 January.

A hot mesl was awalting the men as they returned, the first
in four days. The battalion could sleep in warm bulldings
with a relative assurance of not being awakened'dnriné the
night. |

To sum up the results of thls battle;s The lst Battslion,
376th Infaentry had captured its objective and had subsequently
continued on to secure an additional assighed objective in
the heart of the heavily fortified defenses of the SEIGFRIED
Switch Line. A finger-like zalient, more than a mile deep,
was stubbernly defended for a period of flve days agéinst
elght coordinated aﬁtempts by the enemy to reduce this
dangerous breach in the entrance to thelr MOSELLE Corridor.
From an Army and Corps standpolnt, this attack and subsequent
defense was extremely successful. It not only diverted
heavy enemy reserves of men and armor intended for defense
or‘the ARDENNES salient, but "opened the door" for a later
attack which captured the lmportant communications center of
TRIER and the drive to the RHINE River. It 1s therefore to
be concluded that the enemy conaldered the capture of
 TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF most serious. (39)

- The enemy losses, though they cannot be definltely |
enumerated, were estimated to be 850 killed, 150 captured

(38) A~ 2, F. 70

(39) A= 5,P. 3 and 4



and elght tanks and 11 armored personnel carriers destroyed.
(40) The regiment lost 36 killed and 146 wounded during
the five day action. Though ammnition expenditures of
all types cannot be competently enumerated, the 70,000
rounds of callber .30 fired by the battalion and somewhat
over 10,000 rounds of 105mm fired by the 919th Fleld Artillery
Battalion alone in their support of the five-day battle,
will serve as an adequate basis for comparison. (41)
Reichmarschall Herman Goering, in an interview following
his capﬁure, was 1In effect paylng tribute to the men of the
1st Battalion when he stateds
"When the first break in the S8iefried Line was made
near Aachen, Der Fuhrer was very irritated. After
that came the breakthrough near Trier, snd that was
wholly incomprshensible, We could not belleve that
these fortifications could be penetrated. The break-
through near Trier was particularly depressing. ThatA
breakthrough and the capture of the Remagen brildge were
two great catastrophes for the German cause.” (42).
As evidence of deserved honor and distinction galned
by the lst Battallon in the TETTINGEN-BUTZDORF actlon
commanders st sll echelons wholehesrtedly lndorsed General
Orders 266, Haadquartors 94th Infantry Division, 29 September
1945 which was later published as a Presidentiasl Unit Citation
in the form of General Orders 2, War Department, 5 January

1946, (43)

(40} A-15
(41) a-2 , p. 72, 88 Statement of Captaln Edeund J. Dollarad,
A-15 February, 1950, member of 913th Field

Artillery Battelion during the perlod
' 14-18 January 1945
(42) A-1, p. 363
(43) 4-15

41



ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
l. LIMITED OBJECTIVE ATTACK

From the viewpoint of Third Army and XX Corps, the
limited objective attack conducted by the lat Battalion,
376th Infantry, was highly successful. Thatris, the three
desired advanteges were gained; the men received battle
Indoctrination, the enemy forces in the trisngle were
"pinned down", and the German Army was forced to commit to
a secondary front elements of another infentry division plus
one of 1ts vetersn armored divisicns. In naking e study of
this action from the viewpoint of the lst Battelion, 1t is
the oplnion that the attack was far too costly in terms of
men and equipment lost. When attacking a heavily fortified
position concerted efforts should be directed toward quickly
bresking the defenses in sufficient width and depth to allow
for exploltetion. The most commonly accepted use of the
limited objective attack is to re-establish and stralghten
battle lines or eliminate salients and re-entrants. When
considering the enemy situastion, the enemy defenses and the
terrain 1n this instance, the type mission asslgned the 1lst
Battallon is consldered unsultable for a limited objective
attack. This attack initially produced a deep narrow
selient which left the battalion most vulnerable to German
forces that could be concentrated and wers free to counter-
attack repeatedly at any portion of the perimeter they chose.
True, the 3rd Battslion condueted a similar limiteé objective
attack 24 hours later, but the resulting sallent was separated
from the lst Battalion by some 3000 yards. The commitment of
the 2nd Battslion s day later. to affeect a juncture between
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the 1lst aend 3rd Battalion sallents was not entirely succeas-
ful, nor was 1t deep enbugh. The enemy ias still free to
strike on elther flenk of TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF. Had

the battalions of the regiment been assigned ob jectlves
which were 1mmedlately adjacent and assaunlted them simul-
taneocusly, it 18 belleved that all objectives would have
been taken more rapidly and with fewer éasualtiea. Also

the precarious position of the lst Battallon during these
five days of the action would have been avolded.

2. THE SECOND OBJECTIVE

The regimental order received by the battalion commander
was explicits "...atk at 140730 Jan. to seize and hold the
towmm of TETTINGEN. Be prepsred to repel counterattacks
from the W, N or E." The battalion commander prepared and
issued metliculous plans based on this assigned misaion.

The objective was selzed and defenses against counterattack
eatabllished in record time. BSeizure of the second objective,
BUTZDORF, was ordered at & time when the troops had become
"defensive minded". The additional mission was received as
a great surprise, thus considerable confusion exlisted during
the preparation for asnd the seilzure of BUTZDORF. It is my
opinion that had the regimental commﬁnder sand steff considered
it even a remote possibllity that the second objective would
be assigned, the regimental order should have made some
provisions for continuing the attack. The lat Battalion was
not prepared to attack BUTZDORF on short notice, yet speed
was of the essence for the element of surprise had already
been lost., The assigned jump off time precluded making a
detailed ground or map reconnalssance, let alone issue

necessary orders and get into thb proper attack formations.
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Had the battalion been assigned the second objective initfally,
or been prompted to prepare for continuation of the sttack
after selzing TETTINGEN, it is belleved that BUTZDORF would
have been secured as easlly as TETTINGEN with fewer casualties
and stronger defensea would have resulted. |

3. THE USE OF A TOWN PLAK

In the planning phase, the advisability of preparing
towm plans of TETTINGEN for issuance to include squad leaders
is noteworthy. Not only were the plans end orders of the
battallion commeander snd company commanders racilitated and
| clarified, but each man of the battallcn had a clear ﬁicture
of the’objective as a whole, as well as plans of action and
s detailed assignment of his individual mission. The value
of this town plan can best be measured in.the efflecient
seizure of TETTINGEN. Had a town plan not been used, 1t 1is
believed that it would.not have been posaible for A Cbmpanj'-
to attack BUTZDORF when 1t did, and enemy ccunterattacks
during the first day and night might not have been repelled.
4. THE FATLURE TO ATTACK DOMINANT TERRAIN

This action illustrates the consequences of defending
towns situated in low areas without first securing adjoinling
dominating terraln. -While the battalion 1tself cannot be
criticized for the attack and occupation of TETTINGEN and
BUTZDORF, the haadquarters that initlated the attack order |
should haﬁe fully considered the fate of any force ordered
to defend such a salient. it wgs well lmown that the high
ground adjacent to thease two towns was strongly fortified and
defended, yet no effﬁrt was made to secure the dominant.ridgos.'
Had ﬁhat portion of MURZINGEN RIDGE adjacent to TETTINGEN and



eand BUTZDORF been secured prior to the attack, it is believed
that the Germans would have elected to withdraw from the two
towns for our artilléry and mortaers could have made them |
untensble.
5. THE ANTITANK DEFENSE

The bettalion was tardy In preparing complete and timely
antitank defenses, especlially in BUTZDORF. Four tank destroyers
remained in TETTINGEN throughout the entire oporatihn and the
battallon Antitenk PlatPOn dccupied poslitiona to the south
of the town. At no time during the action were there any
* antltenk wespons, other than bazookas, in BUTZDORF. It would
appesr that at least a portion of these weapons might have
heen‘employed to.muah better advantsge in BUTZDORF where
there was graater danger from German tanks. It iasn't until
it had been definitely confirmed that enemy armor was in the
aresa in large numbefs‘that the battalion strengthened its
antitank defenses with additional mines. The flatecn of anti-
tank guns requested from the regimental Antit-ﬁk Company on
the morniﬁg of 18 January, errived too late to be profitably
employed. Though the mines asnd the courageous righting of
the bazooka teams In A Company took their toll of armored
vehicles, 1t was impoaaible'to prevent some enem& tanks from
penetrating the positién. True, this waa the first Eig action
for the battalion, and the battalion commender accepted the .
focommendations of the attached tank destroyer platoon leader
and his own battalion antitank speciallat. Tha.platoon leader
of the tank destroyers had assured the battalion commander |
that from their positions in TETTINGEN their guns could better
cover the terrain surrounding BUTZDORF., Insufficient thought



was given to enemy tanks that might penetrate the defenses
of that town and then 1t could not be visualized that two
of the battelion 67mm entitenk guns would be knocked out
in thelr positions south of TETTINGEN. Neither could the
battelion commander have antic¢ipated that tank destroyer
erews would failitb man their guna at & decisive time. The
fallure to fully utilize aveilable weapons to implement the
" antitank defense resulted in a weskened battalion defense.
Had one platoon of 57mm antitank guns, or two tank destroyers,
" been employed in BUTZDORF on the first day of the operation,
it is believed that the enemy tanks would have been unable
to enter the town. Also, it 15 believed that the mere
existence of these weapons in BUTZDORF would heve provided
& favorable morale fasctor which would have strengthened the
defense from the standpoint of the individual defender.
6. THE CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE OF TETTINGEN AND BUTZDORF
The successful defense of TETTINGEH ahd BUTZDORF can be
attributed to the tenaclity and couragé of the defending
forces coupled with an effective artillery and mortar fire
plan, The defenﬁe agalnat atﬁacking enemy infantry was
particularly astrong even though ﬁhﬂ eneny had the aﬁvantage
of observation on the two towns from three directions. The
strength of the defenses can be attributed to the fact that
optimum advantage was taken of the concealment and cover
that 1s offered in a built-up area. The sutomstic weapon
support plan was well integrated with the riflemen's fire
and took sdvantege of the long fields of fire offered to the
west and north. The flre from the heafy ﬁachine guns were
interlocked with those of the light machine guns to form en
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uninterrupted band of fire aro@nd the three vulnerable areas
of both towns. The fire support provided by the organic

8lmm mortars, attached 4.2" mortars, regimental cannons

and division and corps artillery were well integrated #1th
the automatic fire plan and easily obtainable through the

use of wire or radio communications. The effectiveness of

the defense was illustrated In the alertness with which the
integrated fire plan was put to use, even during the hours

of darkness, to stop and repel repeated attempts of enemy
infentry to cause a major breach of the protective wall of
fire. . After each counterattack, avallable forces were re-
disposed to strengthen any weakened portions of the defense.
The nature of the defenses of TETTINGEN provided a limited
defense in depth for BUTZDORF and asslisted the defenders
therein in restoring any portion of the‘east and west perimeter
that had been penetrated. Had the battalion prepared their
positions outside of the towns and not paid special attention
to their well integrated fire plan it is almost certain that
.1t could never have withstood the masses of Iinfantry and tanks

that were hurled at TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF.,

7. THE FAILURE TO REDUCE PILLBOXES

Thé~fa11ure of regiment to employ sufficient forces to
‘reduce the numersble pillboxes on MUNZINGEN RIDGE, to the
east of TETTINGEN and BUTZDORF, proved costly to the 1lst
Battalion. From these pillboxes the Germans were provided
protected positions from which they could observe and'piace
fire on almost every movement of the battallon during the
day. And at night, the enemy in the nearest plllboxes had
protected listening posts from which they could call for

fire on the slightest nolses. The advantage provided the
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enemy Iln allowing them to retain tﬁese positions made 1t
extremely difficult for the liat Battallion to‘maintain wire
communications and dellver badly needed supplies to the
besieged towns. This was especially true in the case of A
Company in BUTZDORF. Then, too, 2nd Battalion’é failure to
reduce sll the pillboxes between the lst and 3rd Battalion
positions greatly interfered with B Company's efforts to
maintain continuous contact between the two battallons.
Enemy patrols end infiltration parties made repeated thruasts
ageinst the extended lines of B Company in order to supply |
those pillboxes still holding out behind the line. Theugh
the enemy in these pilllboxes were cut off from thelr 1iﬁes,
they were still able to observe the movements of the men
in B Company and direct or e¢all for fire on them from both
the front and rear. With the 1lst Battalion holding 1its
dangeroué salient and at the same time gaintaining contact
with the 3rd Battalion, 1t did not have sufflcisnt forces
to reduce these fortifications. Had the régiment formed
assault teams composed of men from the Antitank'company;
attached engineers and reserve troops 1t is belleved that
the pillboxes could have been reduced in a miniuum of time
and with minimum losses. The lst Battalion defenses would
then have been immsasurably stronger and fewer casualtles
would have been sustained.
LESSONS

1. The employment of limited-objective attacks against

s heavily fortified position in depth should only be conducted

when such attacks can be closely coordinated with other simllar

offensivea -whieh can be mutusally supported.

e —
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2. When 1t 13 even remotely poasible that successive

obJectives may be assigned after capture of sn initial
objective, the assigned mission should definitely in-

_corporate provisions for resumption of the attaek.

Sa Town plans ahould be prepared and used as a basis_

e g

for issu&ing orders in the attack: or dgranse of built-up

e T

8.!‘8&8-

4., The selzure of dominant terrain should be a foremost
consideration to insure subsequent succeaaes when attacking
a2 heavily fortified poaition In depth.

De Antitank defonaes form.an integral part of any

e b A A L

defense plan, therefore, mist be closely coordinated with

-
LA

all othsr defensive weapons and prepared simultaneously.

S The appllcation of the accepted principlaa of
defenae will insure the _strongest possible defenaea within
] strongly fortified position.

7« In ordor to obtaln the strongest possible defense
after an attack within a fortified area, all Pil;b°3°§”th§tf
are capable of_fi;ing into or dpsgryiqg thgadéfensivé)area

must be reduced simulteneously with that attack.
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. ' LESSONS .

Some of the lessons to be learned from this cperation are:

1. Cooperation of the highest degree must be maintained betwsen
the sénicemcy:cmpagy__c_mmer and the regimental staff,

2. Replacements for key positions should be trained at least three
deep, It takes time to train officers and non—comissioned officers
..’.t'or technical jobs.

3. The T/0 should be enlarged to enable Service anpany to operate
without calling on rifle eompanies for labor help, -

4. Where possible, men should be drawn from rifle companies for
the various sections of Service Company. A knowledge of the personal
hardship of the riflemsn makes a better service man,

5. The T/E should include additional equipment during combat.
Such items as bulldozers, refrigeration units, and in the tropics a
regimental ice cream freezer, |

6. MNo officer should be assigned to Service Company if he doesn't
like the details of supply work.

7. The Service Company commander should not become too involved
in company administration, but act as the #sst. regimental S-4. He should
be a.bie to function as S-4 at any time,

8. The mission of Service Company should be drilled into all
members of the unit. That mission is -- To relisve the combat elements
of éll possible administrative duties concerming supply and evacuation,

9. All officers and men should be fully aware of the problems of
supply. Many man hours of labor and miljions of dollars worth of equipe

ment are lost by unnecessary waste,
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